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An Advent Reflection 
 

"Come, Lord Jesus!"  These are the last words that we hear in Scripture. They are the continuous prayer 

and proclamation of the church. We pray for the coming reign of God and we live with hope in God's promise - 

"Behold, I am making all things new."  

 

In God’s new creation, Christ’s presence and love will “be all in all.” As theologian Jurgen Moltmann writes, "The 

God of hope is himself the coming God (Isa. 35:3; 40:5). When God comes in his glory, he will fill the universe 

with his radiance, everyone will see him, and he will swallow up death forever.” According to the Apostle Paul, all 

of creation eagerly awaits this magnificent transformation (Romans 8:18-25). 

 

As a result of our hope in God’s promise, the church’s consciousness is awakened to see and grieve the systematic 

sin of our day. Racism, classism, sexism, homophobia, xenophobia, violence, and poverty are just some of the 

ways in which evil is present within us and in the world.  We grieve, but we do not grieve as those who have no 

hope. Instead of falling into despair, we repent and “press on”, empowered by the Spirit to take courageous action 

through naming and confronting all oppressive powers and systematic sin. Because of this bold and faithful living, 

the church bears witness to, and prepares the world for, the coming reign of God. This is what it means to be an 

Advent people. 

 

“Come, Lord Jesus!” 

 

 Here are some questions to prayerfully ponder during the Advent season: 

• How do I grieve the woundedness of our world? 

• How am I living in preparation for God’s reign?  

• Does my life bear witness to God’s promise of a just world?  

• How do I live with hope in God’s future? 

 

Much love and peace, 

Joe 
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Special Projects 
 

Our mission of helping others gives Hokuloa purpose.  We look around us and ask, 

“What would Jesus do?”  Giving to support the church’s mission is vital.  So is 

giving to support the physical church.  Hokuloa has two special projects that need 

your support. 

• New windows in the church – Hokuloa needs to replace the rotting and 

termite-damaged window frames in a manner consistent with our 

designation as a state historical site. We do not yet have cost estimates but 

would welcome gifts to help with this project. 

• New printer/copier --Our lease of the church printer/copier ends in a few 

months. The council has determined that it will be more cost effective to 

purchase a machine with a service contract. Donors have agreed to cover the 

purchase cost of about $7,500 but want to ʻduplicateʻ their gift. Any special 

gifts designated for the printer/copier purchase will shift a portion of the 

existing gift to the church’s operating fund. 

 

Please consider a special gift for a special project!  
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What do you have planned on 

Thanksgiving Eve? Join us 

for worship on Wednesday, 

November 21, at 6pm!  

Hokuloa UCC, Imiola Church, 

and Waikoloa Fellowship will 

be celebrating God’s 

goodness with prayers, 

songs, and testimony!  

After worship, a pot luck 

supper will be served. See 

you then! 

 

Advent Prayer 

During the Advent season, Pastor Joe 

will be facilitating Centering Prayer 

on Sundays after worship. Prayer time 

will last about 30 minutes and will 

include short readings from Forty 

Days To A Closer Walk With God by 

J. David Muyskens. 
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Caring for God’s Creation:  Hokuloa Historic Lands 
 

When you drive along Puako Beach Drive today, it is 

hard to imagine what the land in historic Puako was 

like.  Today you will see beautifully landscaped homes 

along both sides of the road from the boat ramp to the 

end of the road. Where there are no homes, you will 

see kiawe forest and other non-native plants.   

 

In 1832, a Congregational minister, Lorenzo Lyons, 

came to Hawaii Island and was assigned to the 

Waimea mission. He served the people living between 

Honokaa and the Kohala coast. Thanks to his hard 

work and passion 14 churches were established in the 

area. King Kamehameha III granted royal land in 

Puako to Lyons for the use of his ministry. A school 

and church were built. Hokuloa Church was dedicated 

in 1860. The school building was on the land just east 

of the church.   

 

In Paul Emmert’s 1859 painting of Puako, there was 

open land all along the ocean with occasional palm 

groves.  Hokuloa Church is at the right edge of the 

grove of palm trees in the center.  If you look closely, 

you may be able to see some of the scaffolding as the 

church was being built at the time of the painting.  At 

the left edge of the trees is a smaller thatched building 

that may have been the school.  On the horizon to the 

left side of the painting is the 1859 Mauna Loa 

eruption flow. 

 

The members of Hokuloa Church are honored to care 

for the natural shoreline area all can enjoy the 

wonderful, historic community of Puako.  Please come 

visit us at the church or contact Pastor Joe at the 

church office (808-883-8295 or 

hokuloaucc@icloud.com).  You are always welcome at 

Hokuloa! 

 

“Puako, Kohala, Hawai'i”, watercolor painting by Paul Emmert, c. 1859 (Honolulu Academy of Arts) 

mailto:hokuloaucc@icloud.com
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ALL Are Welcome 
 

Every Sunday we say (and print in the Order of Worship) that, "No 

matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are 

welcome here." When so much of what we hear in public discourse 

seems to promote distrust of 'others' and confirm the virtue of our 

'tribe,' the church is called to be a welcoming place. At Hokuloa 

Church, we have begun a process to discern how welcoming we are 

to persons regardless of race, economic status, ability, sexual 

orientation, or gender identity. We will consider if we want to adopt 

a covenant that affirms Hokuloa as an Open and Affirming (ONA) 

congregation. If you would like be part of the group to guide the 

ONA journey, please contact Pastor Joe or Moderator Jack Olson. 

 

The basics of an ONA Process are: 

• Take as much time as you need: a successful ONA process is 

an extended time of prayer, dialogue, study and discernment.  

• Plan ahead: form a core team. It should be clear that the ONA 

process is an initiative by lay leaders with the pastor’s 

support. 

• Be flexible: adjust to new learnings, realities and insights 

during your ONA journey. 

• Create a safe and respectful environment for everybody: find 

ways to support members who feel at risk and members who 

are uneasy or hesitant.  

• Listen as well as speak: Ensure that everyone is heard. 

• Include personal stories: especially stories by LGBT 

members or neighbors and their families, stories of changed 

minds and hearts. 

• Provide pastoral care: the pastor should be supportive of the 

process but should not lobby for a specific outcome, and 

should be pastorally available to everyone. 

• Pray without ceasing: trust that the Holy Spirit will work 

through your congregation. 

 

Advent and Christmas are fast 

approaching.  We hope you can 

join us during this Holy Season as 

we celebrate our Savior’s birth. 

 

On November 25 join us after 

church as we decorate for the 

Christmas season.  

 

On the next four Sundays 

(December 2, 9, 16, and 23), we 

light the Advent candles.  Advent 

wreaths are circular, representing 

God's infinite love, and are usually 

made of evergreen leaves, which 

representing the hope of eternal life 

brought by Jesus Christ." Within 

the Advent wreath are candles that 

represent the four weeks of the 

Advent season as well as "the light 

of God coming into the world 

through the birth of Jesus Christ" 

although each of the candles has its 

own significance as well; 

individually, the candles 

specifically symbolize the 

Christian concepts of hope (week 

one), peace (week two), joy (week 

three) and love (week four). Our 

Advent wreath also has a white 

candle in the center to symbolize 

the arrival of Christmastide,  

known as the "Christ candle." It is 

lit on Christmas Eve. 

 

Then on Christmas Eve, December 

24, is our candlelight service at 

7:00 PM.  We will celebrate the 

birth of Jesus in song and prayer.  

We have also arranged for a brief 

visit from Santa who will help 

Pastor Joe share a Christmas 

message for our children. 

 

Christmas at Hokuloa 

Church Work 
 

Cole Salera and Jack Olsen painted 

the church in preparation for the 

holidays. 

 

Mahalo! 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Love_of_God_in_Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eternal_life_(Christianity)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus_Christ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Light_of_Christ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Light_of_Christ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nativity_of_Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_symbol
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmastide
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas_Eve

