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Groundhog Year 
 

In the 1993 movie Groundhog Day, Bill Murray portrays Phil Connors, a cynical TV weatherman 

covering the annual Groundhog Day event. He becomes trapped in a time loop forcing him to relive 
February 2 repeatedly. In a ‘life imitates art’ way 2020 seems to be the Groundhog Year with all of us 
stuck in a time loop that may not end. 
In the movie, Phil repeatedly steps off the curb into a pothole puddle until he learns to jump over the 
puddle. We see an initial spike of Covid-19 infections which starts to subside, then we attend 4th of 
July barbecues and cause another spike, then go to bars and political rallies with another spike. 
Maybe we can learn to avoid crowds, maintain social distance, and wear masks. We divide ourselves 
into political tribes and engage in winner-take-all retributions to the detriment of our society and civic 
institutions. 

Phil initially compares himself to a god, declaring that as a weatherman, he makes the weather. After 
several loops he comes to believe he is a god, asserting that omnipotence may be mistaken for 
having lived so long you simply know everything. Using his knowledge, he is able to manipulate 
events in his favor. He overeats, robs an armored car, and seduces women. It is only when Phil stops 
using the loops to indulge his own desires and instead uses them to selflessly help others that he is 
freed. In repeatedly failing to save the old homeless man, Phil is also forced to accept that he is not 
a god (excerpted from thematic analysis of Groundhog Day on Wikipedia). 

We are likewise flawed characters in need of redemption. Maybe we can learn some lessons from 
our Groundhog Year. 

• Got downtime? Make the most of it. 

• Do not give up, try again, try something different. 

• Without consequences, nothing matters. 

When trapped in a cycle that you want to escape, remember the redeeming power of love. 

 

  

by Jack Olson

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Groundhog_Day_(film)&oldid=984294286


Hokuloa’s New Mission – CarePortal  
By Anne Marie Murphy 

 

COVID-19 19 has affected a lot of 
families on the island and the bare 
necessities like housing and food is 
sparse for many.  Hokuloa, through 

CarePortal, in the last 6 months has 
assisted 38 children and 16 adults.  

CarePortal is the connection between child-
centered needs and local churches in real time ...  And it’s 
working! 
 
It’s a beautiful thing to witness a need 
being met by many churches – 
sometimes it does take a village!  As of 
November 5, 2020, the total CarePortal 
“ask” for Hawaii Island was $78,451.  
Hokuloa Diaconate gave $1,269 and individuals 
within our response team gave another $1,000.  Mahalo for 

your generosity Hokuloa     .  Your donations make a huge 
difference in the lives of many.  If you want to participate in 
our CarePortal mission, please call Anne Dressel at 518-480-
5643 or Anne Marie Murphy at 808-936-6069. 
 
Matthew 25:35-40 

for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was 
naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I 
was in prison and you visited me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, 
‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or 
thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw 
you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you 
clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited 
you?’ And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it 
to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it 
to me.’ 
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Hokuloa General Fund Challenges 
 

Many church operations are now “in the cloud.”  Contact information for members and friends, 
accounting, communications and now, even worship services and committee meetings are online.  
We have discovered that volunteers can work from home on church business and the need for 
office space has been reduced.  
 
We long for gatherings, for hugs and for conversations over shared food. Some of us even miss in‐person meetings. 
While we wait, the church and the grounds around the church continue to be maintained.  Our future pastor will 
not have a separate dedicated office but will be able to work from the chapel and meet with people throughout 
the week at the chapel and on the church grounds.   Hokuloa UCC is a few months into the fiscal year which started 
in July.  Donations are cautiously budgeted at 80% of the prior year’s donations. Expenses continue to be reviewed 
for possible economies. This is not a normal year with a normal breakeven budget. The General Fund budget for 
July 2020 to June 2021 projects a LOSS of $18,390. This year’s budgeted loss will be covered by a sufficient 
beginning General Fund Balance but cannot be sustained into the future.  
 
What are our three largest General Fund expenses?    

(1) Pastoral Support – now budgeted at 82% of the normal $6,500/month during this time of transition 
(2) Buildings and Grounds – lawn care and utilities are $1,660/month; the weekly lawn care contract was 

reduced 50% but is offset by temporary costs to propagate ground cover along the shoreline  
(3) Office & Administrative Costs – are $850/month, 26% less than last year  

 
Your prayers and your support make “Your Church by the Ocean” possible.  Take a look at the donation options on 
our website at:   https://www.hokuloaucc.org/donations      
  
Me ka mahalo nui (with much gratitude),  
Yvonne Leiser and Grace Salera, Treasurers 

 

Hokuloa Events 
 
November 15 

Blessing of Gifts and Pledges 
 

November 22 
ONA Anniversary Sunday.  A service of  
recognition for our one-year anniversary in  
celebration of being Open and Affirming. 
 
Congregational meeting following worship service to elect church officers for 2021. Attend in 
person at the church (following Covid-19 protocols) or via Zoom. 
 

November 29 – December 27  
Advent Sundays – Celebrating Peace, Hope, Joy and Love ending with and the First Sunday of 
Christmas. 
 

December 24 
Christmas Eve – A Festival of Lessons and Carols on the Hokuloa Church lawn. 

 

https://www.hokuloaucc.org/donations


 

INTERIM PASTOR  

SELECTION COMMITTEE REPORT 

 

We are at a very special time in the life of a Church. We are in this interim between our previous Pastor and 

our new Pastor who will lead us for many years in the future.   

 

Our committee is searching for an Interim Minister, a temporary spiritual 

leader – someone who has advanced training to guide our congregation to 

answer some important questions: 

• Who are we now? 

• What do we want to become? 

• What are our hopes and dreams for our Church? 

• What are our strengths and weaknesses as a Church body? 

When we as a congregation, and with the help of our new Interim Minister, 

have answered those questions, the Pastoral Selection Committee (yet to 

be named) will look for the right person to be our settled pastor. 

 

During the month of October, the Interim Pastoral Selection Committee 

has been meeting for several hours weekly on ZOOM and multiple times a 

day on email. We have studied what the needs of our Church are right 

now, what are the characteristics of a good temporary minister and the 

added characteristics of an interim minister, and our Church’s financial 

situation so that we can develop a reasonable and realistic pay package 

for a minister in Hawaii. We have written an ad for the Interim position and a Church profile describing 

Hokuloa’s history, geographic setting, local culture, local mission activities and statements. With the assistance 

of Dorothy Lester from the Hawaii Conference, UCC office, those documents will be posted online for 

candidates to see. They will respond to by sending their resumes to Ms. Lester and our committee. 

 

When we receive a candidate's resume, we will objectively assess each compared to our needs and wants. 

 

Because of confidentiality, the committee will NOT discuss the individual candidates with the congregation. 

After evaluation and interviews, the Committee will present our choice or choices to the Church Council for 

further action. We are now in the waiting period for candidate resumes to arrive. 

 
Thank you,  
 

Interim Selection Committee: 

Anne Dressel 

Darrin Johnson 

Yvonne Lester 

Pam Kress-Thompson 

Lois Toevs, Chair 



Hindsight 2020 / Hope 2021 
 

Perhaps the best that can be said about 2020 is 
that it is mostly behind us. Remember back in 
February and March when we were looking 
forward to Easter? Who would have predicted 
the changes that have come since then? 

• Suspending in-person worship and 

closing the church for several months 

while scrambling to learn how to do 

virtual worship and meetings 

• Learning how to continue our local 

mission to ‘be like Jesus on the Big 

Island’ in the face of rising 

unemployment and hunger 

• Downsizing and relocating the church 

office 

• Pastor Joe being called to serve another 

congregation 

• Dealing with pandemic-related anxiety and grieving 

But 2020 also brought some blessings: 

• A revitalized food ministry with the HIV/AIDS Foundation in Kona and joining forces with other 

congregations through CarePortal to address local mission needs (see article in this newsletter) 

• A vibrant and interactive virtual worship format that allows us to keep in touch with our mainland 

members 

• Lay outreach to our church ohana and formation of a new prayer support group 

• Generous response to our request for financial support in May and the forgivable loan from the 

paycheck protection program that allowed us to end our 

fiscal year in June in the black with some reserves to help 

with the current budget year 

• Amazing remote supply pastors (Rev. Jeff Glass, Rev. Linda 

Petrucelli, Rev. Shannon Clarkson) who provided inspirational 

worship and meditations while we work to select an Interim 

Minister 

 
Since July donations have exceeded our projection of 80% of the 
previous year’s giving and we have survived the usual slow summer months. Looking ahead we are concerned 
that giving may not hold up to projections during the holidays (Christmas, Easter) and the winter months when 
we usually have many vacationing visitors.  We encourage those who are able to give a generous year-end gift 
to Hokuloa Church to support our ongoing ministry or local mission efforts. 
 
Our hope for 2021 is to welcome an Interim Minister who will help us discern how we can ‘be the church’ in an 

uncertain future. 

David Murphy setting up for Church Zoom 

Rev. Linda Petrucelli delivering her message to 

the Hokuloa cyber-congregation 



  

You ARE the Church 
By Lois Toevs 

 
Hokuloa Church has a strong "FEED MY PEOPLE" 

local mission which has been on-going for at least 

15 years.  We have faithfully supported the 

HIV/AIDS Foundation in Kona with non-perishable 

canned food. However, in 2020, we changed and 

emphasized making and delivering home-cooked meals 

all high in protein, vegetables, meat, eggs, and cheese 

and high protein muffins. I also have delivered 10 dozen 

fresh eggs and fresh vegetables and fruit every two 

weeks. Even though we are all in COVID-19 lock-down 

and cannot cook together, our Church members have 

supported the program with dollar donations (nothing 

is too small) and with fruit from their home trees or 

gleaned from neighborhood trees. 

Our meals are each packaged in Ziplock freezer bags on 

which I write a simple message of 

encouragement and acknowledgement of the 

receiver's value as a human of worth. I want 

this meal to be personal and not just opening 

another can of cold black beans. I am known 

to the recipients as Lois from Hokuloa Church. 

The people waiting for the food, say it with a 

smile. I have tried many different menus, but 

the most successful ones are the "eat on the 

street" peanut butter and jam sandwiches. 

Presently, Karen Anderson has volunteered to 

make 50 sandwiches every 2 weeks. They do 

not last long at the Foundation pantry in Kona. 

Our first effort and still the favorite meal, are 

casseroles of meat (pork loin, turkey, ham, 

chicken) vegetables, eggs, cheese and high 

protein macaroni. 

These meals are packed with nutrition but also have 

enough bulk to fill a hungry belly. Each week the 

casserole and flavors and ethnicity of the recipe is 

different. It is fun to be creative and still have macaroni 

in the dinner. Our meals are made for those who have 

at least a roof over their head and those who are 

homeless and "eat on the street" out of the food in 

their backpack or pocket. These sandwiches are 

designed to not spoil in our hot weather while carried in 

a pocket. It has been a learning experience for me 

to cook for people who seldom have access to a 

refrigerator or stove. They have told me that to 

eat a ramen noodle cup, they crack it all up and 

add cold water from a hose bib or drinking fountain. 

They greatly appreciate having home cooked food. They 

know we are thinking about each one of them and not 

just buying black beans at Costco. 

We started our project small in January of 2020 with 10 

meals a week delivered to Kona. As I have learned to 

cook for a crowd my husband, Chuck, and I are now 

cooking and delivering 250 to 300 meals a month plus 

bagged muffins, fruit and vegetables. Money was 

recently donated to this project for a 7 

cubic feet chest freezer so that I can 

cook and freeze meals and 

muffins and purchase meat 

on sale and freeze it. I am 

looking forward to the 

coming holiday season for 

sales on turkeys and hams. I 

have room to freeze some and use them in the 

coming weeks and months. Meat is always the 

most expensive component of the meals. With 

lots of effort though, I have the cost per meal 

down to $1.25 and so our money can really 

feed many people. 

I get to meet the people in need and 

previously, before COVID, would sit at the 

picnic table and eat with them and have fine 

conversations. I got to know them and their dogs and 

bicycles. They are all people of value but with a chronic 

disease and no home and often no job at the moment. 

As our food security mission and menus grow, I'll let you 

know. I have been told that the HIV/AIDS Foundation is 

going to expand their programs. If ANYONE wants to 

volunteer and share in 

the efforts of this special 

mission, please contact 

me at 808-238-0468 or 

loistoevs@AOL.com. 

mailto:loistoevs@AOL.com


The Holidays at Hokuloa 
By Jack Olson, Hokuloa UCC Moderator 

 

Thanksgiving Eve Service Cancelled 
Hokuloa Church’s traditional Thanksgiving Eve service and potluck 
celebrated jointly with Imiola UCC and the Waikoloa Fellowship has 
been cancelled this year. With the coronavirus pandemic, it is not safe 
to hold a large event. We will miss the choral singing and the shared 
meal with friends from other congregations. 
 
Advent Celebration 
To kick-off the Christian new year (which begins on the First Sunday in Advent), 
Hokuloa UCC will feature lay-lead worship services focusing on the Advent themes of 

 Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love. Scheduled speakers are Jack Olson, 
Melissa Thompson, George Winchell, and Yvonne Leiser. For those 
“Zoom-ing” in from home virtually, you will be able to enjoy the 
decorated chapel – Advent banners, greens and ribbons, and the 
Advent Wreath.  

 
If you would like an Advent calendar for your children or grandchildren to use at home, 
please send requests to the church office (hokuloaucc@icloud.com).  
 
Then we will conclude our calendar year with another lay-led worship service on the 
first Sunday of Christmas. 
 
Christmas Eve Plans 
Hokuloa hopes to be able to have an outdoor Lessons & Carols 
event on Christmas Eve. The plans are to have socially-distanced 
‘family bubbles’ seated under the stars on the lawn as we read 
from the prophecies and gospels and listen to familiar carols. We 
also hope to have an internet live stream of the event. Stay 
tuned as this is in the early stages and pandemic conditions or 
technical capabilities may result in changes or cancellation. 
 

mailto:hokuloaucc@icloud.com
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Join us every Sunday morning! 

Live on Zoom and then posted to Facebook Live 


