
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Change is never easy, especially in the church. Over the years, 

one of the challenges that I’ve experienced is our resistance to 

change. It’s common for us to get stuck in familiarity and 

comfortability, even when it’s not the healthiest place to be. 

When new members come in with fresh ideas and passions that 

challenge the church to grow, they aren’t always received well. 

Sometimes, these new members feel frustrated and give up. 

Even worse, sometimes they leave. I’m sure that we’ve all 

experienced it in some way or another. 

  

One of the reasons why I’m so grateful for the late Rev. Bill 

Hawk’s ministry at Hokuloa UCC is that he prepared us for the 

reality of change. I believe that he did a great job. Some of the 

evidence was seen recently during a meeting about our 

upcoming Easter service. After lengthy discussion, we’ve 

decided to celebrate Easter a little differently this year. Because 

of the increasing number of guests that attend, we’ve decided to 

gather everyone on our beautiful church lawn for worship.  

  

Everything else will remain the same. Don’t worry, we’ll still 

have our special music, living cross and Easter egg hunt. That’s 

not changing. We simply desire for everyone to be together for 

the service. 

 

I’ve been encouraged by our leadership’s involvement in 

making this happen. It’s going to take creative work, but 

everyone seems to be ready for the challenge. This is evidence 

that we’re not stuck. We’re open to change, and to all of God’s 

blessings therein.   

 

As we journey together during this season of change, let us 

anticipate the blessings of growth and new life that God has 

promised. Let us embrace these words from the prophet Isaiah, 

“Remember not the former things, nor consider the things of old. 

For behold, I purpose to do a new thing (Isa. 43:18).” May our 

hearts always be open to this truth. 

 

Peace and blessings, 

Joe 
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The worshipping community is central to the life of our 

church.  We are thankful that the Lord has brought new 

members to our ohana.  Meet our new brothers and sisters in 

Christ: 
 

Anne Dressel:  I am thrilled and blessed to be a member of 

the Hokuloa church & family.  

Gary Hoff and Linda Petrucelli moved to the Big Island 

nineteen years ago from New York. Now retired, they live in 

Hawi. Gary taught art history, drawing and painting at 

Kamehameha High School and Linda served as pastor of Hilo 

Coast UCC in Honomu. They are grateful to claim Hokuloa 

as their spiritual home. 

 

Jolette Rapozo was born and raised in Honokaa, Hawaii, 

Jolette is married to Tyrone Rapozo and has three daughters. 

She does the books for her husband’s contracting business, 

has an avocado orchard and is a rental manager. Life is busy 

with two grandchildren and another on the way in April. Her 

hobbies are reading, knitting, and bible reading.  

 

John and Lil Yanez:  We started visiting Hokuloa 

church a year and a half ago and decided to make it our home 

church, while living here in Hawaii. We feel very blessed to 

have found Hokoula and the wonderful people that attend 

here.  We both thank God for all the blessings he has given us 

throughout the years! 
 

E Komo Mai -- Welcome 
 



  

 

 

  

Easter, also called Pascha (Greek, Latin) or 

Resurrection Sunday, is a festival and holiday 

celebrating the resurrection of Jesus from the dead, 

described in the New Testament as having occurred 

on the third day of his burial after his crucifixion by 

the Romans at Calvary c. 30 AD.  It is the 

culmination of the Passion of Jesus, preceded by 

Lent (or Great Lent), a forty-day period of fasting, 

prayer, and penance. 

Most Christians refer to the week before Easter as 

"Holy Week"—it contains the days of the Easter 

Triduum, including Maundy Thursday, 

commemorating the Maundy and Last Supper, as 

well as Good Friday, commemorating the 

crucifixion and death of Jesus.  In Western 

Christianity, Eastertide, or the Easter Season, begins 

on Easter Sunday and lasts seven weeks, ending with 

the coming of the fiftieth day, Pentecost Sunday.  

Easter and the holidays that are related to it are 

moveable feasts which do not fall on a fixed date in 

the Gregorian or Julian calendars which follow only 

the cycle of the sun; rather, its date is determined on 

a lunisolar calendar similar to the Hebrew calendar. 

… It has come to be the first Sunday after the 

ecclesiastical full moon that occurs on or soonest 

after 21 March, but calculations vary. 

Easter is linked to the Jewish Passover by much of 

its symbolism, as well as by its position in the 

calendar. In most European languages the feast 

called Easter in English is termed by the words for 

passover in those languages and in the older English 

versions of the Bible the term Easter was the term 

used to translate passover.  

-Wikipedia:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Easter 

Easter:  The Background 

Join us as we rejoice in the Risen Lord on Sunday, April 

21 at 9am! 

 

Our Easter service is special this year.  We are moving 

outside to the church lawn.  The service will be held under 

tents with special music by Ursula Vietze (violinist) and 

Bernaldo Evangelista (keyboard). 

 

Bring your children to help with 

the Hokuloa Church Living 

Cross.  In addition, our annual 

Keiki Easter Egg Hunt will follow 

the service. 

 

See you then! 

 

Special Easter 

Collection 
 
Giving to support the church’s mission is vital but so is 

giving to support the physical church.  Repair and 

maintenance costs are higher than normal because all 

repairs must be done in a manner consistent with our 

designation as a state historical site and a nominee for the 

National Historic Register.  Hokuloa has two special 

projects that need your support: 

 

1. New windows in the church – Hokuloa needs to 

replace the rotting and termite-damaged window 

frames. Because of the historical nature of 

Hokuloa, each window is different and is set into 

a three-foot thick lava rock wall. Total repair cost 

for seven windows = $12,000 - $15,000. 

 

2. Exterior church walls – Over the years, the wall 

covering has been slowly disintegrating.  

Volunteers have begun the extensive process of 

repairing the exterior church walls – fixing the 

coral cement plaster and repainting the walls.  

Total repair cost = ~ $2,000 

 

In addition to your normal general fund contributions, 

please consider making a special Easter gift for these!   

 

Easter Season 
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Pastor – Parish Relations 
Jack Olson, Moderator 

 

When the Hokuloa UCC pastoral search committee recommended and the congregation called Pastor Joe to be our minister, we 

created a covenant to work together on shared goals for the ministry and mission of Hokuloa. The pastoral call agreement specifically 

recognizes that it takes a partnership to facilitate Hokuloa’s mission.  The agreement further provides that  the pastoral relations 

committee and Rev. Medlin meet quarterly to plan and to assess progress. A sucessful relationship requires ongoing communication 

and collaboration. 

In 2018 the national UCC Ministry Team published A Sure Foundation, a guide for best practices for the relationship between pastors 

and congregations. Hokuloa Church Council works with our pastor to create a vibrant church filled with the spirit of the Lord. The 

council has designated the executive officers to serve as the pastoral relations committee. The officers and Pastor Joe meet quarterly.  

In addition, the Hokuloa ohana is encouraged to speak directly with Pastor Joe regarding any concerns (positive or negative) about 

the church’s ministry and mission. Direct and respectful face-to-face conversations about ministry, church governance and operations, 

worship, and mission projects are encouraged.  If direct communication with Pastor Joe is uncomfortable or inappropriate, feel free 

to speak with any of the Executive Officers. 

Pastor Joe and Hokuloa Church are committed to a sucessful, on-going relationship based on the example and teachings of Jesus. 

 

Church Business 
 

 

 

Hokuloa United Church of Christ 
YTD Actual vs Full Year Budget 

July 2018 - January 2019 
   

 Total 
 Actual YTD Budget 

Income   
   300 INCOME 87,747.21   124,500.00   

Total Income $87,747.21   $124,500.00   

Expenses   
   500 WIDER MISSION 3,172.00   7,200.00   

   600 MUSIC 3,654.00   7,600.00   

   630 CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 55.15   700.00   

   650 DIACONATE 1,237.65   4,150.00   

   660 TRUSTEES 10,031.19   18,950.00   

   740 ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT 9,595.03   18,770.00   

   800 PASTORAL SUPPORT 43,704.88   79,793.00   

   900 DENOMINATIONAL 225.00   400.00   

Total Expenses $71,674.90   $137,563.00   

Net Operating Income $16,072.31   -$13,063.00   

Moving to  

Electronic Communication 
 
Beginning in 2019, Hokuloa  Church is Going Green.   The Hokuloa 

Church News and our Personal Giving Statements will be sent via 

email to save paper and postage costs.  If you would like to continue 

to receive your Newsletter and/or your Personal Giving Statements 

via USPS mail, please notify us.  To make sure we have your 

correct email we are sending this newsletter both through the 

mail and via email.  If you do not receive the emailed newsletter, 

you will know that we do not have a current email address. 

 2019 HOKULOA OFFICERS and COMMITTEES 

 

President/Moderator                                               Jack Olson 

Vice President/Co-Moderator                       

Secretary                                               Anne Marie Murphy 

Co-Secretary                                                Yvonne Leiser 

Treasurer                                                    George Winchell 

Co-Treasurer                                          Grace Salera   

Diaconate                           George Winchell, chair 

 Anne Dressel, Darrin & Charla Johnson,  

Elli Mench, Anne Marie Murphy, and Keala Stevens 

Trustees                                                             Cole Salera, chair 

 David Murphy, Jack Olsen, Justin Sargeant 

 Grace Salera, ex-officio 

Christian Education    Jayne Niau and Grace Salera (co-chairs) 

 Anne-Marie Murphy 

Land Committee                          Cole Salera, chair 

  Mike O’Toole (Project Manager)   

 Karen Anderson, Gunner Mench, Jack Olson,   

 and George Winchell 
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